Defnition of a Peer-Reviewed or Scholarly Article
An article which has been reviewed and/or judged by at least two individuals in the same or similar scholarly field. Peer-reviewed articles are generally found in academic publications, such as scholarly journals. 

Articles are peer-reviewed in order to ensure that the information presented is factual, accurate, and original. 

Academic/Scholarly Journals versus Magazines:

[image: image1.png]How can you tell the.
difference

between these two.
types of

periodical articles?

Longer aricles, providing
in-depth analysis of topics

Author usually an expert or
‘specialistin the field, name and
credentials always provided

Witten n the jargon of the field
for scholarly readers
(professors, researchers or
students)

‘Shorter artcles, providing
broader ovenviews of topics

Author usually a staff writer or
ajournalist, name and
credentials often not provided

Wiitten in non-technical
language for anyone to.
understand
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Special Features

Articles usually more structured,
‘may include these sections:
abstract literature revie,
‘methodology, resuts,
‘conclusion, bibliography

llustrations that supportthe text
‘such as tables of statistics,
araphs, maps, or photographs

Aticles usually reviewed and
critcally evaluated by a board of
‘experts in the field (refereed)

Abibliography (works cited)
andor footnotes are always
provided to document research
thoroughly

Aricles do not necessarily
follow a specificformat or
structure.

llustrations with glossy or
color photographs, usually for
‘advertising purposes

Aricles are not evaluated by

‘experts in the field, but by
editors on staff

Abibliography (works cited) is
usually not provided, although
‘names of reports or
references may be mentioned
inthe text




*UTSA Libraries, http://lib.utsa.edu/Research/Subject/scholarlyguide.html, 1/13/2011
